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Citizen Group Legal
Challenge to Deer Hill
Project Found Invalid
By Cathy Tyson 

The legal challenge orchestrated
by Save Lafayette – a group of

Lafayette citizens who petitioned to
repeal Ordinance 641, affecting the
Homes at Deer Hill project near
Acalanes High School – was found to
be legally invalid by the Lafayette city
attorney.  

      
The grassroots group sought to

slow down growth in the city, assert-
ing that the city’s roads, schools and
public transportation capacities are al-
ready strained and that the town’s
semi-rural character is suffering from

excessive development.   

      
Although a sufficient number of

signatures were collected – over
1,800 registered voters signed the pe-
tition, which met the statutory re-
quirement – it wasn’t enough to
change the overriding legal situation.
Proponents were seeking to put the le-
gality of multi-faceted Ordinance
641, which amends Lafayette’s zon-
ing ordinance to be consistent with
the city’s General Plan, on the ballot
for the voters to decide on the issue.
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Celebrating Don Tatzin’s
30 Years on the City Council
By Cathy Tyson

Local luminaries and statewide
government representatives

came together to honor Don Tatzin for
his unprecedented three decades of
volunteer service on the Lafayette
City Council.  Everyone in the packed
Community Hall was affected in
some way by Tatzin’s indefatigable
efforts.  Each speaker expressed
heartfelt gratitude for the many key
roles that he has played, all at the
princely pay rate of zero dollars; the
best return on investment the city ever
made.  

      
It was a special night, and a first

for the city – never has someone
served for so long.  Kicking off the

festivities, Bob Athayde, music direc-
tor at Stanley Middle School, per-
formed on a grand piano prior to
dashing out for another performance
at Stanley. The night’s honoree plays
the euphonium, or baritone horn, mul-
tiple times per week with one of the
school’s bands.

      
Tatzin has quite a fan club, receiv-

ing proclamations from District II Su-
pervisor Candace Andersen, Contra
Costa LAFCO (the Local Agency
Formation Commission), and U.S.
Rep. Mark DeSaulnier, and of course
the outgoing mayor, Brandt Anders-
son.
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State Senator Steve Glazer presents Don Tatzin a proclamation honoring
his years of service Photo courtesy Teresa Gerringer
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IT’S APRIL IN LAMORINDA
FOR REAL ESTATE

925-253-2147
aprilmat@comcast.net

Now is the time to start thinking of Buying
and Selling in 2016.  Contact me today.
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